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Praying with Perseverance

Introduction

Paul’s Conspicuous Perseverance

“8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all
the world. ° For God is my witness, whom | serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that
without ceasing | mention you '° always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will | may
now at last succeed in coming to you.” (Romans 1:8-10, ESV)

“¢ | give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ
Jesus, ° that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— ° even as
the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— ” so that you are not lacking in any gift,
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, ® who will sustain you to the end, guiltless
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 14-8, ESV)

“s | thank my God in all my remembrance of you, * always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, ° because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now.” (Philippians 1:4-5, ESV)

“ And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, '° so as to walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing
in the knowledge of God; "' being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for
all endurance and patience with joy; ' giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in light.” (Colossians 1:9-12, ESV)

“8 | thank God whom | serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as | remember you
constantly in my prayers night and day.” (2 Timothy 1:3, ESV)

(See also Ephesians 1:15-16, Colossians 1:3, 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 2
Thessalonians 1:11, Philemon 4. On the Jewish practice of praying three times per day, we see
this prayer routine reflected by Daniel in Daniel 6:10.)



Because God is Graciously Receptive

“® And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ° for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing
to set before him’; ” and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and
my children are with me in bed. | cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he will
not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence[c] he
will rise and give him whatever he needs. ® And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. ° For everyone who asks receives, and the
one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.” (Luke 11:5-10, ESV)

Because God Responds to Persistence

“I And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.
2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man.
% And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice
against my adversary.” * For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though |
neither fear God nor respect man, °® yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give
her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.” ¢ And the Lord said,
“Hear what the unrighteous judge says. * And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to
him day and night? Will he delay long over them? ® | tell you, he will give justice to them
speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”” (Luke 18:1-
8, ESV)

“Recommended book for the whole series: A Call to Spiritual Reformation by D.A. Carson.
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