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God’s Messengers
Jonah 3
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.
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The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his
robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he issued a proclamation
and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but let
man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let
everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 9 Who knows?
God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”
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When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the
disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

1. Why does the city repent?

2. What does the story of Jonah tell us about God?

3. Why is Jonah a story for today?

Digging Deeper into Jonah
This week’s passages:
Monday – The Story: Jonah 3
Tuesday – The Power of God’s Word: Isaiah 55:6-11
Wednesday – The God of Second Chances: Lamentations 3:22-24
Thursday – The Message of God: Mark 1:14-19
Friday – The Messengers of God: Matt. 5:14-16
Weekend – Review the most meaningful passages of the week.
Each day this week you are invited to read the day’s passage and then respond to the
following questions. Take special note of what God’s word says about God, his message, and
his messengers. You might find it beneficial to use a journal or notebook to record insights.
1. Read the passage prayerfully, listening for the voice of God and asking him to speak to
you.
2. Record or write down the word, phrase, or verse that God impresses upon you.
3. Reflect and write down what it is about this word, phrase or verse that is meaningful to
you.
4. Respond by writing a prayer or recording what it is that you think the Lord wants you to
do in response to his word (“Be doers of the word and not hearers only” James 1:22).

