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Being Good Isn’t Good Enough
Introduction

“9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed
thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the
tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”” (Luke 18:9-14, ESV)

1. The Parable

2. The Fall of the One Wearing the White Hat

3. The Rise of the One Wearing the Black Hat

“5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you;
despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:5-6, ESV)

6

therefore I

“5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
(Isaiah 6:5, ESV)
“15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.” (1 Timothy 1:15, ESV)

Digging Deeper
This week’s passages:
Monday: Luke 18:9-14
Tuesday: Job 42
Wednesday: Isaiah 6
Thursday: 1 Timothy 1
Friday: Philippians 2
Weekend: Review the most meaningful passages of the week.
Each day this week you are invited to read the day’s passage and then respond to the
following questions. Take special note of what God is saying to you. You might find it
beneficial to use a journal or notebook to record insights.
1. Read the passage prayerfully, listening for the voice of God and asking him to speak
to you.
2. Record or write down the word, phrase, or verse that God impresses upon you.
3. Reflect and write down what it is about this word, phrase or verse that is meaningful
to you.
4. Respond by writing a prayer or recording what it is that you think the Lord wants
you to do in response to his word (“Be doers of the word and not hearers only”
James 1:22).

