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Gideon

1. The Predicament: Save us (again)!
1

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD gave them into
the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of
Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the
caves and the strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the
Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them…
6 And Israel was brought very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help
to the LORD. (Judges 6:1-3, 6 ESV)

2. A Message to the People
8

…the LORD sent a prophet to the people of Israel. And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of slavery. 9 And I
delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and
drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 And I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your
God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.’ But you have not
obeyed my voice.” (Judges 6:8-10, ESV)

3. Calling Gideon
11

Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from
the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is
with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, sir, if the LORD is with us,
why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers
recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has
forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” (Judges 6:11-13, ESV)

4. Testing and Stretching
25

That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father's bull, and the second bull seven years
old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the Asherah that is
beside it 26 and build an altar to the LORD your God on the top of the stronghold here….”
(Judges 6:25-26, ESV)
36

Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said, 37 behold, I
am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry
on all the ground, then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.”
(Judges 6:36-37, ESV)
4

And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water,
and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’
shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not
go.” (Judges 7:4, ESV)

5. God’s Rescue through Gideon
19

So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the
beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets
and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets
and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets
to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21 Every man stood in his
place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22 When they blew the
300 trumpets, the LORD set every man's sword against his comrade and against all the army.
And the army fled…. (Judges 7:19-22, ESV)

________________________________________________________________________________

Digging Deeper
This week’s passages:
Monday: Review Judges 6
Tuesday: Review Judges 7
Wednesday: Psalm 27
Thursday: Romans 8:26-39
Friday: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Weekend: Review the most meaningful passages of the week
Each day you are invited to read the day’s passage and then respond to the following questions.
You might find it beneficial to use a journal or notebook to record insights.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Read the passage prayerfully, listening to the voice of God and asking him to speak to you.
Record or write down the word, phrase, or verse that God impresses upon you.
Reflect and write down what it is about this word, phrase, or verse that is meaningful to you.
Respond by writing a prayer or recording what it is that you think the Lord wants you to do in
response to his word (“Be doers of the word and not hearers only” James 1:22).

